patches with a rough surface were present on the extensor aspects of several of the fingers.
The special features of interest in the case were (1) the extensive distribution and marked symmetry of the lesions and their occurrence in the exact situations of erythema multiforme, suggesting a toxic cause for the affection; (2) the tendency to spontaneous ulceration of the lesions, which is comparatively rare, ulceration in this disease being more commonly the result of traumatism or unsuitable treatment; and (3) the occurrence of the skin affection in a tuberculous subject.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. PRINGLE did not think that ulceration of lupus erythematosus patches was so rare as some people imagined. It might be due to traumatic causes in the first instance, or result from meddlesome treatment-e.g., by patent remedies.
Dr. SEQUEIRA said he had had one case of spontaneous ulceration in the extremities in a girl who was now dying of secondary epithelioma. She had had no X-rays, and though she had been under treatment seven or eight years, nothing seemed to benefit the skin condition.
Dr. DORE said he saw a case under Dr. Pringle with ulceration of the scalp. The patient had ]Raynaud's disease, and Dr. Pringle attributed the condition of the scalp to the wearing of a "toupet" on a metal framework. Imperfect Hair Growth in the Scalp of a Child aged 18 Months.
THE patient was a healthy-looking girl, and was the second child of two young healthy parents, the first child being healthy. She was first seen by the exhibitor when she was a year old. At that time her scalp was bald, as were also her eyebrows, and her eyelashes were short and irregular. The scalp was not smooth, but rough like a nutmeggrater fromn the presence of small horny plugs blocking the hair-follicles. It was pinkish in tinge, but there was no definite perifollicular inflammation either here or on the eyebrows. Since then an. ointment containing 3 per cent. of salicylic acid had been frequently rubbed into the scalp, in consequence of which the plugs had been reduced, and there was now an irregular crop of small downy hairs about * in. in length, many of which were split at the ends over the scalp and eyebrows.
The infant was born with a crop of fine black hair on the scalp. This had been shed along with the eyebrows at the age of 2 months, and the plugging of the follicles was detected.
In addition to the peculiar condition of the scalp there was a naevoid swelling on the left side of the nose.
The diagnosis of the case presented difficulty. In some respects it resembled the cases shown by the exhibitor at the Section in December, 1907,1 under the heading of " keratosis follicularis," and probably belonged to that category.
Dr. PRINGLE could not see any difficulty in the way of adopting the diagnosis of alopecia areata, especially as some typical stumpy hairs could be detected on the scalp. The loss of hair of the eyebrows and eyelashes as well as of the scalp was entirely confirmatory of such a view. Plugging of the hair-follicles with slight perifollicular keratosis was frequently observable as a temporary phenomenon in the earlier stages of alopecia areata, especially, he thought, in those associated with much seborrhcea of the scalp. In most cases the plugs soon fell out and the patches assumed their characteristic smooth, shiny appearance, but in exceptional instances the plugging persisted for some weeks.
A Rare Form of Syphilitic Onychia. H. H. had a chancre on the lip two years ago, which was followed by the usual secondary symptoms. Treatment was commenced with a course of forty inunctions, then the patient took pills (1 gr. hydrargyrum cum creta ter die) for eighteen months, and ended up with fifteen injections of grey oil. The injections were given owing to a spreading ulcer on the nasal septum, and it was because of its resistance to treatment that the patient was advised to have an injection of " 606." The patient was first seen in November, 1910, when he was found to have a perforation of the nasal septum, the edges of which were ulcerated, and from which, in the course of the day, a great deal of discharge exuded.
Besides a scar from a patch of lupus vulgaris on the left side of the neck, which was cured five years ago by means of Finsen light, and an
